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September Meeting: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 at 11:30 AM at Bluewater Grill, 4 Marina Street, 

Wrightsville Beach 28480.  

 

Menu:  Greek Salad with Grilled Chicken, Fish and Chips, Turkey Cranberry Sandwich with Pasta Salad, or 

Fish Tacos, and Apple Annie’s Cookies for dessert (generously provided by our SENCLAND member, COL 

Rob Cooley), with soft drinks, coffee, and tea. 

 
Price: $15 per person payable at door when entrée selection is made. Cocktails, beer and wine available for 

purchase. 

 

RSVP: Please RSVP by August 27th to JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or 910-540-8459.   

 

Program:  Josi Callahan, Manager of Fisher House at Camp Lejeune - Since 1991 Fisher Houses have been 

serving military families during times of medical crisis. These comfort homes are built by the Fisher House Foundation, 

Inc., and given as gifts to the military Services and the Veterans Administration." The Fisher House Foundation was 

established by noted philanthropist and patriot Zachary Fisher and his wife, Elizabeth. Zachary passed away in June 1999, 

but his nephews, Arnold and Tony Fisher, and his great-nephew, Ken Fisher, continue to build Fisher Houses and carry on 

Zachary's legacy of helping military men and women and their families. The Camp Lejeune Fisher House is within 

walking distance of the hospital and Wounded Warrior Complex. It is a comfortable temporary home, filled with warm, 

caring people who help family members endure the stresses associated with a loved one's serious medical condition. The 

Fisher House enables families to stay together, cook meals, do laundry, and relax in a "home away from home" 

atmosphere. There are no other facilities on military installations that provide this caring, compassionate environment.  
"Dedicated to our greatest national treasure...Our military service men and women and their loved ones" -- Zachary 
Fisher 

Message from our President, John Stewart 

 

We hope that all had a very nice and warm summer in southeast North Carolina.  We are now starting our new 

year at MOAA and welcome you back to our chapter meetings.  

 

The June BBQ was a successful event and we had an opportunity to meet our scholarship winners and their 

families.  The 2015 winners were Ariella Bode who will attend Texas A&M and Joseph Johnson who will 

attend VMI.  Both were outstanding candidates and we were proud to award them the scholarship funds and 

wish them success as they begin college life. 
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There were several items on the recent survey suggesting changes to or additions to events.  One of the requests 

was for some field trips.  Thus far, we have arranged two visits, one to the VA hospital in Wilmington and one 

to the Special Missions Training Center at Camp Lejeune.  There was good attendance for both, and more will 

be arranged.  The next one will be a visit to the Wilmington Arboretum and then to Fisher House and perhaps 

the Wounded Warrior Battalion at Camp Lejeune.  These visits will be announced as the timing and details are 

arranged.  One additional request was to have a “Happy Hour” for some more social mixing.  Elaine 

Shappell has arranged a “Happy Hour from 1730 onward on 8 October, 2015 at Shell 

Island on the north end of Wrightsville Beach, so put the Happy Hour on your calendar. 

One more item of interest:  If you need a new ID card, they can be issued at the NOSC (Navy Operational 

Support Center) in the Wilmington Armed Forces Center.  They request that you make an appointment for the 

ID cards at “https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.mil”.  This is easy and convenient and does not require a trip 

to Jacksonville.   

 

Please review the newsletter sections on legislative updates and the expanded outreach activities we have for the 

chapter.  These are interesting times, so keep up with the initiatives from MOAA to protect the interests of the 

active military as well as former military personnel.  

  

We have expanded our Outreach assistance efforts above and beyond the scholarship awards.  Read the update 

from John Melia on this.  Remember, we do not have fund raising events and only your donations allow us to 

assist the current and former military personnel in need.  

 

 MOAA continues to be a big voice to make local and national lawmakers aware of military needs.  There is 

now another MOAA sponsored organization to give a voice in the same manner.  The “Voices for America’s 

Troops” is a MOAA organization for members of the general public who have the same passion for the military 

as MOAA.  Check the “MOAA.org” site for more information on “Voices for America’s Troops”.  Membership 

information is on the MOAA site.  

 

Our next meeting is on 1 September and our speaker will be Josephine (Josi) Callahan who is the Manager of 

the Fisher House at Camp Lejeune.  Come to the meeting and learn of the Fisher house history and details of the 

house at Camp Lejeune.  Our October meeting will be on October 6
th

 at the Arboretum.  We will give directions 

later if you do not know about the Arboretum.  This meeting and the venue is based on one of the requests in 

our survey to have some of the meetings at various venues. 

 

Tentative 2015-2016 Meeting Locations and Dates 

 

01 September – Bluewater….Fisher House Presentation 

23 October – New Hanover County Arboretum…special program at Contemplation Garden 

03 November – Bluewater….Brigadier General Walt Busby 

01 December – Bluewater….Holiday Luncheon with solo artist Susan Savia 

05 January – Bluewater 

02 February – Bluewater 

01 March – Bluewater….Possible Korean War Speaker 

05 April – Bluewater 

03 May – Oak Island 

07 June – Hugh McRae Park 
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Committee Name Change 
 

Committee Chair, Mimi Denton and Committee Member, Nita Neumeister announce the “Sunshine Committee” 

has officially been changed to the “Resource Support Committee”, to better reflect the assistance provided by 

this team.  The Resource Support Committee provides advice on VA, MOAA, and community-based resources 

to address health-related issues for Chapter members and their spouses who are seeking health related support 

services for themselves or a family member. 

 

News from the Resource Support Committee 
 

As a veteran, have you ever considered what might happen to you if you should become disabled due to old age, 

infirmity, or an accident?  Perhaps your spouse or a child will become your primary caregiver or guardian 

overseeing your needs.  We all are aware how stressful the role of caregiver can be, especially when it becomes 

long term. 

Due to a variety of reasons, a number of older veterans have never enrolled in the VA system.  Reasons often 

cited include lack of a service connected disability, mistrust of the VA health care system, or satisfaction with 

their private sector primary care provider and health services covered by Medicare and TriCare benefits.  The 

point is, there may come a time when additional assistance may be needed in order to meet the veterans daily 

living needs and provide additional support to the caregiver.  There are several types of home assistance 

programs available through the VA to qualifying veterans. 

The best way to get more information about eligibility for these services and more is to contact or visit one of 

the Regional Veterans Services Office.  One is located at the VA Clinic on Gardner Rd. (off of Airport Blvd.), 

the other is on Burnt Mill Dr. off of Randall Parkway. Visitors are seen Monday thru Friday on a walk-in basis 

from 8:00am to 4:00pm.  Recently, our local MOAA chapter formed a new committee called the “Resource 

Support Committee” with the purpose of acting as a resource to chapter members who are seeking health related 

support services for themselves or a family member. Mimi Denton is the chair and Nita Neumeister is a 

committee member.  Currently they are seeking two additional members, a representative from Brunswick and 

Pender counties.  If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity, contact Mimi Denton.  Contact 

information is available on the membership roster at the SENCLAND MOAA website. 

 

Another Chapter Resource Available 
 

Nita Neumeister announces she’s available as a resource to Surviving Spouses who may need help figuring out 

how to get to our SENCLAND MOAA meetings….contact her at 910 256 3080, or by email at 

nautinita@bellsouth.net, for assistance with transportation, or just for a social point of contact. 

 

Website Content Update 
 

SENCLAND.org has a new category Tab entitled "Our Heritage". It has links to video and photos of military 

history and events of interest to all Americans. Just click on the article of interest in the Tab and then open the 

link to display video, background info, other links and photos.  A great example of what you’ll find in this new 

section of the website is a link to breathtaking colorized photos from World War II, like the one below….. 

 

tel:910%20256%203080
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If you need assistance viewing anything including the "Members Only" roster information, please email or call. 

Also, if you have read a good book or article this summer, please forward for posting on the Website and in the 

next Newsletter. Your suggestions for improvement to the Website are always welcome. 

 

Kenneth W. Klassen, Webmaster 

Email: kwkswk@att.net, ph. 910-791-3999 

 

 

Unique Estate Planning Considerations for Members of the Military 

 

Estate planning mistakes are common.  Too often, we fail to execute a last will and testament or update 

beneficiary information on life insurance and qualified retirement accounts.  Most estate planning attorneys can 

help you with these ordinary estate planning tasks.  However, the unique and irrevocable choices that a member 

of the military makes as they retire are often unfamiliar to civilian attorneys, tax advisors, financial advisors, 

and estate planners.   

First, military retired pay is guaranteed income.  Therefore, in making investment decisions during retirement, 

military retirees should view their retirement income as a low risk bond portfolio and allocate the rest of their 

assets in your investment portfolio accordingly.  In today’s interest rate environment, a civilian might need a 

$2-3 million bond portfolio to generate a risk-free income stream equivalent to military retired pay.   

Second, at retirement, service members can elect the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP), which provides your 

surviving spouse continued income up to 55% of your retirement pay.  Based on the percentage you choose, you 

mailto:kwkswk@att.net
tel:910-791-3999
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pay a pre-tax premium for that future benefit.  Additionally, if you have an eligible dependent, disabled child, 

you can elect for them to receive a percentage of your benefit after you and your spouse die.  Careful 

consideration should be taken when making these elections.  Cancellation or termination can only occur during 

the third year of retirement.  Making an election to have the benefit pass to a disabled child could later 

disqualify that child from public benefits.  Drafting and naming a Special Needs Trust for benefit of the child as 

the SBP beneficiary may make more sense than naming the child directly as the beneficiary.   

Another key decision at military retirement is whether to replace Serviceman’s Group Life Insurance (SGLI) 

with Veterans Group Life Insurance (VGLI).  Your specific needs for life insurance after retirement should be 

considered when making this election.  Additionally, your overall health and insurability are important 

considerations when comparing costs of life insurance. VGLI is not an automatic election, so you should 

explore your options.   

Finally, military veterans should consider their VA benefits and disability ratings, and whether they accurately 

reflect their current physical condition.  VA benefits are tax free and, up to a certain disability rating, offset your 

military retired pay.  There are circumstances in which your spouse can receive a portion of your VA pay at 

your death.  For example, if you have a 100% disability rating for 10 years or more, your spouse will be entitled 

to Dependent Indemnity Coverage (DIC), which is currently $1,254 per month and adjusted annually for 

inflation.   If DIC offsets the entire SBP, then an SBP premium cost refund is paid to the surviving spouse. 

Recognizing the complexity of these decisions, those approaching military retirement must attend your service’s 

transition assistance programs.  Furthermore, you should consider working with a Certified Financial Planner 

(CFP®) who is very familiar with DOD elections and VA benefits to create a personal financial plan most 

suitable for you and your survivors.  The correct estate plan solution for each retiree will be unique.  If you are 

already retired and have made irrevocable elections you may now regret, you should still consult a CFP® with a 

broad understanding of DOD and VA benefits, update your estate plan, and get back on course.   

This article was submitted by Wilson Moy, Director of Financial Planning at AAFMAA Wealth Management 

& Trust (http://wealth.aafmaa.com).  He can be reached with questions or comments at 

wealthmanagement@aafmaa.com.  

 

New Social Events and Field Trips 
 

Please take a close look at President John Stewart’s comments about new chapter events and outings….a 

number of you have indicated an interest, and several of our SENCLAND members have volunteered and made 

new activities possible. We need people to "step forward", like Bob and Elaine have, to implement the types of 

new activities that Chapter members reported that they would enjoy.  These can be events or trips that are 

organized by the volunteer or done in conjunction with another organization.  This is your organization, and it 

needs all of us together to make it as successful as possible. 

If you have an idea for an event or field trip that you would be willing to organize, please contact Al Schroetel, 

Membership Chair, at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905. 

 

Cape Fear Air Force Association Chapter 366 Quarterly Meeting Invitation to SENCLAND Members 
 

Thursday, September 3, 2015…. Cocktails @ 6:00, Dinner @ 7:00, Speaker @ 7:15….$20 for Roast Pork 

Dinner with salad and dessert 

 

SPEAKER: Mr. Ilario Pantano, Director, NC Division of Veteran Affairs 

 

Sea Spray Landing Club House 

900 Sea Spray Drive 

Wilmington, NC 28405 

(Just off intersection of Military Cutoff and Station Roads) 

http://wealth.aafmaa.com/
mailto:wealthmanagement@aafmaa.com
mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net
tel:910-686-6905
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RSVP by September 1 to Sheila Lasley at sheilalasley2007@gmail.com or 910-679-4354 

Membership Updates 

A Warm Welcome to New Chapter Members: 

LTC Ron Clark, USA 

LtCol Hamilton Hicks, USMCR 

In Memorium 

Long-time chapter member, retired US Army Major Durwood Baggett, passed away August 2, 2015.  One of 
our SENCLAND Chapter’s few remaining World War II veterans, Durwood fought in the Battle of the Bulge 

and was awarded the Bronze Star.  He came back to NC after his service, joined the Army Reserve, and became 

a County Extension Agent.  He is credited with being a principal force in the creation of the Master Gardener 

designation, and the soon-to-be open Contemplation Garden at the New Hanover County Arboretum will be 

named in his honor. 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on 

upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with 

established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in 

Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our 

SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other, and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. 

Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s 

newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a nice way to 

recognize our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss 

sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or 

anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud. 

Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local 

military and veteran outreach activities, increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. 

Consider inviting your neighbors to participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA 

SENCLAND. 

Also, remember that SENCLAND Sentinel and a great deal of additional information are available at any time 

on the Chapter's website: www.sencland.org. If you need assistance in accessing the website, contact Ken 

Klassen at (910) 791-3999. 

Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of 

our important initiatives. 

 

mailto:sheilalasley2007@gmail.com
tel:910-679-4354
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 
www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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  THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 15207 

WILMINGTON, NC  28408 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

August 2015 
 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________  State ______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouses Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $15.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call CO Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

